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anything useful in me. For the last four years I
have been the best hated man in the North. The news-
papers rage furiously at me every day, especially since
my last long feud with Bjornson, in which the moral
German press has without exception taken sides
against me. You may know his ridiculous drama,
The Gauntlet; his propaganda for the chastity of men,
and his compact with the female advocates of equality
of the sexes. Anything of the kind was, of course,
unheard of here before. In Sweden these shrieking
viragoes have formed leagues, and take vows that they
will only marry "virginal men." It strikes me that
they will get their husbands guaranteed like watches,
but with the future guarantee left out. The three of
your books which I know, I have read over and over
again. There are a few bridges that connect my inner
world with yours, such as Csesarism, hatred of ped-
antry, the appreciation of Beyle, &c., but for the most
part it is all foreign to me. Our experiences seem to
have been as wide as the poles asunder.

You are of all modern German authors, without a
doubt, the most suggestive and worth reading* As
for German literature, I cannot think what is the mat-
ter with it! It seems as if all the finest brains must
be absorbed by the Army Staff or have gone into pol-
itics. The whole manner of life and all your insti-
tutions promote among you the most ghastly uniform-
ity and even authorship seems to be asphyxiated by
publishing.

.With sentiments of honour and regard,

GEORG BRANDED